ON  EDUCATION

political education. But the quality of its civilisation
depends on something else. It depends on its standards,
its sense of values, its idea of what is first-rate and what is
not. The vocational and the social aspects of education
are essential, but the most fatal to omit is the spiritual
aspect; fatal, because its absence may be long unperceived,
and, as with an insidious disease, a State may suffer from
it and be unconscious of its condition till the complaint
has gone too far to cure. And this spiritual element is
precisely what we tend to ignore. Yet nothing is more
needed at the moment. The body of our civilisation risks
destruction by war, and we are too distressed by that to
notice that its soul is already more than half drowned in
the turbid river of modern life.

During the last war the salvation of the world was
assigned to science. Now we are disillusioned. Science, like
medicine, is an integral part of civilised life. It is difficult
for human beings to maintain health without doctors, but
medicine is not health. It is difficult for a civilisation to be
sound without science, but science is not civilisation, and
few people can suppose that salvation is its business. To-day
we tend to assign that role to psychology, economics and
sociology. These branches of knowledge are indispensable
to our civilisation. We have not enough of them. We need
more. But though adjuncts and auxiliaries, they too are
not saviours of society, and if we fix our hopes on them the
year 1960 will find us so much further down the hill and
looking for some other force to help us to recover our lost
ground. Our knowledge of the sciences, natural or social,
fixes the limits of the course within which the yachts on
which humanity is embarked must sail, but does not
indicate the goal of their voyage, still less supply wind to
fill their sails.

The forces that move the world need to be informed
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